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MELVILLE COMMUNITY MEN’S SHED 
Statement by Member for Bateman 

MS K.E. GIDDENS (Bateman) [12.59 pm]: I rise to acknowledge the contribution of Men’s Sheds to our 
community. Men’s Sheds are familiar in many cities and towns around Australia and continue to grow in popularity 
and, of course, many Men’s Sheds are welcoming and inclusive of women and young people, and reflect the full 
diversity of the communities they serve. This week is Men’s Health Week, and the theme is “Connecting for Men’s 
Health”, aimed at sparking discussion and developing ideas and events that connect and work together across 
genders, cultures and communities. Men’s Sheds are a great example of exactly this. 
Intentional self-harm is the eighth highest leading cause of death for men in Australia, with men making up 75 per cent 
of all deaths by suicide. As a mum to five boys, I care deeply about supporting improved health and wellbeing 
outcomes for boys and men. That is why I am proud to support the Melville Community Men’s Shed, which has been 
working for 12 years to establish a Men’s Shed in the south-eastern area of the City of Melville. I have established 
a petition which has, in a very short time, attracted significant support from our community. I would like to 
acknowledge the steering committee of the Melville Community Men’s Shed for their years of effort: Paul Robbshaw, 
Gavin Waugh, Bruce Wright, Robert Willis and Phil Voss.  
I congratulate the City of Melville for its recognition of the importance of this community infrastructure and 
for prioritising the identification and progression of a suitable site. I look forward to supporting both the Melville 
Community Men’s Shed and the City of Melville in the hope that we will very soon have a Men’s Shed in the 
electorate of Bateman. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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